


A N N  H O L S B E R RY  works primarily with cyanotype, an 
archaic photographic process that begins with a spon-
taneous application of photosensitive emulsion onto 
paper, canvas, or fabric in the darkroom. She then 
develops the work in outdoor sunlight, often using ele-
ments from nearby surroundings in the exposure. Due 
to the iron-based chemistry involved, a deep Prussian 
blue predominates. These works then enter the realm 
of painting as pigments, wax, ink, and embroidery are 
applied. Throughout the process, she has the simple 
goal of letting the work be an exploration of blue. 

By working outdoors with materials that are responsive 
to the elements, Ann seeks to observe and capture 
the passage of time in nature. She has worked in 
numerous outdoor locations in North America and 
Europe, and is especially drawn to areas that serve as 
migratory pathways for people and animals. In August 
2017, she spent several days camping in the high 
desert of Oregon, where she experienced the total 
solar eclipse and was able to create cyanotypes in 
the unique light conditions. Having spent much of her 
childhood near beaches, rivers, and waterways, she is 
also drawn to working at the edges of bodies of water, 
where she dips treated paper and large canvases into 
the water to record the ebb, flow, and sedimentation 
patterns that emerge. 

Through engagement with these natural processes, 
Ann has become increasingly aware of the delicate 
interconnections in the world around us. She is 
fascinated by the movement of planets and stars, 
and is conscious of the shifts in local ecosystems that 
require humans and animals to find new ways of navi-
gating the globe. Found maps and scientific papers 
from bygone eras also offer inspiration, and serve as 
both subject matter and materials in her work as she 
explores the relationship between humans and the 
natural world.
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We need instruments for a new navigation.
                                   — Morris Graves



ANN HOLSBERRY

NEW NAVIGATION

MORRIS GRAVES MUSEUM OF ART

EUREKA, CALIFORNIA

JULY 5 – AUGUST 27, 2017

COVER:

Deep Space 1, 2015
cyanotype and ink on paper, 22 x 30 inches

INSIDE LEFT: 

Eclipse Navigation Wall—detail, 2017
cyanotype, pigment, and ink on paper and canvas,  
dimensions variable

INSIDE RIGHT: 

Earth, Sky, Water—in process, 2016
cyanotype on canvas, 47 x 114 inches

ABOVE:  

Traces, 2016
cyanotype and acrylic on paper, 36 x 132 inches

FOLD OUT: 

Earth, Sky, Water, 2016
cyanotype and oil paint on canvas, each 47 x 114 inches

Navigation Wall, 2017
site specific installation at the Morris Graves Museum of Art
cyanotype, pigment, and ink on paper and canvas, and  
found objects, 120 x 240 inches
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